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11.
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14.

15.

16.

RAP SHEET - A written summary of a person’s criminal history.
RAPE - Unlawful intercourse with an individual without their consent.
RAPE, STATUTORY - See STATUTORY RAPE.

RATIFICATION - The confirmation or adoption of a previous act done either by the party
himself or by another.

RATIO DECIDENDI - The ground or reason of the decision in a case.
RE - In the matter of; in the case of.

REAL EVIDENCE - Evidence given to explain, repel, counteract, or disprove facts given in
evidence by the adverse party.

REAL PROPERTY - Land and buildings.

REASONABLE DOUBT, BEYOND A - The degree of certainty required for a juror to legally
find a criminal defendant guilty. An accused person is entitled to acquittal if, in the minds of the
jury, his or her guilt has not been proved beyond a "reasonable doubt"; that state of mind of jurors
in which they cannot say they feel a persisting conviction as to the truth of the charge.

REASONABLE PERSON - A phrase used to define a hypothetical person who exercises
qualities of attention, knowledge, intelligence, and judgment that society requires of its members
for the protection of his or her own interest and the interests of others. Thus, the test of negligence
is based on either a failure to do something that a reasonable person, guided by considerations that
ordinarily regulate conduct, would do, or on the doing of something that a reasonable and prudent
(wise) person would not do.

REBUTTAL - Evidence presented at trial by one party in order to overcome evidence introduced
by another party.

RECALL - Cancellation by a court of a warrant before its execution by the arrest of a defendant;
also, a process by which a retired judge may be asked to sit on a particular case.

RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY - Offense of receiving any property with the knowledge
that it has been feloniously, or unlawfully stolen, taken, extorted, obtained, embezzled, or disposed
of.

RECIDIVISM - The continued, habitual, or compulsive breaking the law after having been
convicted of prior offenses.

RECKLESS DRIVING - Operation of a motor vehicle that shows a reckless disregard of
possible consequences and indifference of other’s rights.

RECLASSIFY - To change the jurisdiction of the case from Limited (up to $25,000) to Unlimited
(more than $25,000) and vice versa.
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36.
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RECOGNIZANCE - The practice which enables an accused awaiting trial to be released without
posting any security other than a promise to appear before the court at the proper time. Failure to
appear in court at the proper time is a separate crime.

RECORD - The official papers that make up a court case.

RECUSE - When you remove yourself or are removed from a criminal or civil proceeding
because you have a conflict of interest. For example, a judge can recuse himself because someone
in the case is a friend or business partner.

REDACT - To adapt or edit for public record.

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION - Opportunity to present rebuttal evidence after one’s evidence
has been subjected to cross-examination.

REDRESS - To set right; to remedy; to compensate; to remove the causes of a grievance.

REFEREE - A person appointed by the court to hear and make decisions on limited legal
matters, like juvenile or traffic offenses.

REGULATION - A rule or order prescribed for management or government.

REHEARING - Another hearing of a civil or criminal case by the same court in which the case
was originally heard.

REINSTATED - To bring back to a previous condition. When bail that had been forfeited,
exonerated, or reduced is reestablished in its original amount.

REJOINDER - Opportunity for the side that opened the case to offer limited response to
evidence presented during the REBUTTAL by the opposing side.

RELEVANT - Evidence that helps to prove a point or issue in a case.
RELINQUISHMENT - A forsaking, abandoning, renouncing, or giving over a right.

REMAND - (1) When an appellate court sends a case to a lower court for further proceedings; (2)
to return a prisoner to custody.

REMEDY - The means by which a right is enforced or the violation of a right is prevented,
redressed or compensated.

REMITTITUR - The transfer of records of a case from a court of appeal to the original trial court
for further action or other disposition as ordered by the appellate court.

REMOVAL - The transfer of a state case to federal court for trial; in civil cases, because the
parties are from different states; in criminal and some civil cases, because there is a significant
possibility that there could not be a fair trial in state court.

REPLEVIN - An action for the recovery of a possession that has been wrongfully taken.
REPLY - The response by a party to charges raised in a pleading by the other party.

REPORT - An official or formal statement of facts or proceedings.

RES - A thing; an object; a subject matter; or a status.
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RES IPSA LOQUITUR - Latin meaning "a thing that speaks for itself." In tort law, the doctrine
which holds a defendant guilty of negligence without an actual showing that he or she was
negligent.

RES JUDICATA - A rule of civil law that once a matter has been litigated and final judgment has
been rendered by the trial court, the matter cannot be relitigated by the parties in the same court, or
any other trial court.

RESCUE DOCTRINE - Rescue doctrine is that one who has, through his negligence,
endangered safety of another and may be held liable for injuries sustained by third person who
attempts to save other from injury.

RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR - "Let the master answer." The doctrine which holds that employers
are responsible for the acts and omissions of their employees and agents, when done within the
scope of the employees’ duties.

RESPONDENT - If you are the person that answers the original Petition, you are the respondent.
Even if you later file an action of your own in that case, you are still the respondent for as long as
the case is open.

REST - When a party in a case has presented all the evidence it intends to offer.

RESTITUTION - Giving something back to its owner. Or, giving the owner something with the
same value, like paying to fix his or her property.

RESTITUTION HEARING - A hearing that may be requested to dispute the amount of
restitution ordered by the court.

RESTRAINING ORDER - A court order that tells a person to stop doing something for a certain
amount of time, usually until a court hearing is held.

RETAINER - Act of the client employing the attorney or counsel. Also, the fee the client pays
when he or she retains the attorney to act for him or her.

RETALIATION - Infliction upon someone in response to an injury that he/she has caused
another.

RETURN - A report to a judge by police on the implementation of an arrest or search warrant.
Also, a report to a judge in reply to a subpoena, civil or criminal.

REUNIFICATION SERVICES - Services that help parents get their children back after they are
taken away.

REVERSE - An action of a higher court in setting aside or revoking a lower court decision.

REVERSIBLE ERROR - A procedural error during a trial or hearing sufficiently harmful to
justify reversing the judgment of a lower court. (See PREJUDICIAL ERROR.)

REVOCABLE TRUST - A trust that the grantor may change or revoke.
REVOKE - To change or take back.

RIGHTS, CONSTITUTIONAL - The rights of a person guaranteed by the state or federal
constitutions.
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RIOT - A public disturbance involving acts of violence by persons where three or more persons
are gathered.

ROBBERY - The act of taking money, personal property, or any other article of value that is in
the possession of another by means of force or fear.

ROUT - Two or more persons, assembled and acting together, making any attempt or advance
toward the commission of an act which would be a riot if actually committed.

RULE - An established standard, guide, or regulation.
RULE OF COURT - An order made by a court having competent jurisdiction. Rules of court are
either general or special; the former are the regulations by which the practice of the court is

governed, the latter are special orders made in particular cases.

RULES OF EVIDENCE - Standards governing whether information can be admitted and
considered in a civil or criminal case.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

SANCTION - A financial punishment meant to make someone obey the law. For example, a
judge can order someone to pay for not following court orders.

SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT - Payment of a judgment amount by the losing party.
SEALING - The closure of court records to inspection, except to the parties.

SEARCH AND SEIZURE - A person or place is searched and evidence useful in the
investigation and prosecution of a crime is taken. The search is conducted after an order is issued

by a judge.

SEARCH WARRANT - An order that tells the police to search a specific place to find specific
people or things. A judge can order a search warrant if there is probable cause.

SECURED DEBT - In bankruptcy proceedings, a debt is secured if the debtor gave the creditor a
right to repossess the property or goods used as collateral.

SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION HEARING - The hearing conducted post-
reunification failure according to Welfare and Institutions Code Section 366.26, to decide whether
to terminate parental rights and free the child for adoption, order a legal guardianship, or order
permanent planned living arrangement.

SELF-DEFENSE - Claim that an act was legally justifiable because it was necessary to protect a
person or property from the threat or action of another.

SELF-INCRIMINATION - Acts or declarations by which one implicates oneself in a crime.

SELF-PROVING WILL - A will that is signed under penalty of perjury by two people who will
not get anything from the will. You do not have to get an affidavit from the witnesses.

SENTENCE - A judge's formal pronouncement of the punishment to be given to a person
convicted of a crime.

SENTENCE REPORT - A document containing background material on a convicted person. It is
prepared to guide the judge in the imposition of a sentence. Sometimes called a PRE-SENTENCE
REPORT.

SENTENCE, CONCURRENT - Two or more sentences of jail time to be served simultaneously.
SENTENCE, CONSECUTIVE - Two or more sentences of jail time to be served in sequence.

SENTENCE, SUSPENDED - A sentence postponed in which the defendant is not required to
serve time unless he or she commits another crime or violates a court-imposed condition.

SENTENCING - The hearing where the court determines a person's punishment.

SEPARATE MAINTENANCE - Allowance ordered to be paid by one spouse to the other for
support while the spouses are living apart, but not divorced.
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29.

30.
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32.

33.

34.

SEPARATION - An arrangement where a husband and wife live apart from each other while
remaining married either by mutual consent or by a judicial order.

SEQUESTRATION OF WITNESSES - Keeping all witnesses (except plaintiff and defendant)
out of the courtroom except for their time on the stand, and cautioning them not to discuss their
testimony with other witnesses. Also called separation of witnesses. This prevents a witness from
being influenced by the testimony of a prior witness.

SERVE A SENTENCE - The act of spending an allotted amount of time in a designated location
such as a prison as punishment for the crime committed.

SERVICE - When someone over 18 and not involved with your case gives the other party a copy
of the court papers in person or by mail.

SERVICE OF PROCESS - The delivery of legal papers to the opposing party. The papers must
be delivered by an adult aged 18 or older that is not involved in the case and that swears to the
date and method of delivery to the recipient.

SETTLEMENT - When both sides reach an agreement that solves the case before the judge or
jury makes a decision.

SETTLOR - The person who sets up a trust. Also called the GRANTOR.

EVERANCE DAMAGES - Compensation, which may be recovered in the courts by any person
who has suffered loss or detriment as a consequence of being cut off from something (i.e.
employment).

SEXUAL ABUSE / ASSAULT - Unlawful sexual contact with another person.

SEXUAL BATTERY - The forced penetration of or contact with another’s sexual organs or the
sexual organs of the perpetrator.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT - Sexual words, conduct, or action (usually repeated and persistent)
that, being directed at a specific person, annoys, alarms, or causes substantial emotional distress in
that person and serves not legitimate purpose.

SEXUAL MOLESTATION - lllegal sex acts performed against a minor by a parent, guardian,
relative or acquaintance.

SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR - a person who has been convicted of a sexually violent
offense against two or more victims and has a diagnosed mental disorder that makes him or her a
danger to the health and safety of others.

SHERIFF - Elected officer of a county whose job is to conserve peace within his or her territorial
jurisdiction as well as aid in the criminal and civil court processes.

SHOPLIFTING - The willful taking and concealing of merchandise from a store or business
with the intention of using the goods for one’s personal use without paying the purchase price.

SHOW CAUSE - A court order telling a person to appear in court and present any evidence why
the orders requested by the other side should not be granted or executed.

SIDEBAR - A conference between the judge and lawyers, usually in the courtroom, out of
hearing of the jury and spectators.
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41.
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47,

48.

49,

50.
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SLANDER - Defamation of a person's character or reputation through false or malicious oral
statements. See DEFAMATION.

SMALL CLAIMS COURT - A court that handles civil claims for $5,000 or less. People often
represent themselves rather than hire an attorney.

SODOMY - Oral or anal copulation between humans, or between humans or animals.
SOLICITATION - Getting someone else to commit a crime.

SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY - The doctrine that the government, state or federal, is exempt to
lawsuit unless it gives its consent.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE - Allegation that a case or charge warrants the death penalty.

SPECIAL VERDICTS - A verdict that gives a written finding for each issue, leaving the
application of the law to the judge.

SPECIFIC INTENT CRIME - A crime which requires a specific mental state.

SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE - A remedy requiring a person who has breached a contract to
perform specifically what he or she has agreed to do. Ordered when damages would be
inadequate compensation.

SPEEDY TRIAL - The right of an accused to an immediate trial as guaranteed by the 6th
Amendment of the United States Constitution.

SPENDTHRIFT TRUST - A trust that says that the beneficiary cannot give away or sell their
part of the trust. This means that creditors cannot take money from the trust.

SPOUSAL SUPPORT - Court-ordered support of a spouse or ex-spouse; also called
"maintenance"” or "alimony."

SPOUSE/COHABITANT BEATING - See DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

STALKING - The act or an instance of following another by stealth; the offense of following or
loitering near another, often surreptitiously, with the purpose of annoying or harassing that person
or committing a further crime such as assault or battery.

STANDARD OF PROOF - There are essentially three standards of proof applicable in most
court proceedings. In criminal cases, the offense must be proven BEYOND A REASONABLE
DOUBT, the highest standard. In civil cases and neglect and dependency proceedings, the lowest
standard applies by a mere PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE, (more likely than not). In
some civil cases, and in juvenile proceedings such as a permanent termination of parental rights,
an intermediate standard applies, proof by CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE.

STANDING - The legal right to bring a lawsuit. Only a person with something at stake has the
right to bring a lawsuit.

STARE DECISIS - The doctrine that courts will follow principles of law established in previous
cases. Similar to PRECEDENT.

STATEMENT, CLOSING - The final statements by the attorneys to the jury or court
summarizing the evidence that they have established and the evidence that the other side has failed
to establish. Also known as CLOSING ARGUMENT.
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STATEMENT, OPENING - Outline or summary of the nature of the case and of the anticipated
proof presented by the attorney to the jury before any evidence is submitted. Also known as
OPENING ARGUMENT.

STATEMENT OF FACT - Any written or oral declaration of facts in a case.

STATUS OFFENDERS - Youths charged with being beyond the control of their legal guardian
or who are habitually disobedient, truant from school, or have committed other acts that would not
be a crime if committed by an adult. They are not delinquents, but are persons in need of
supervision, minors in need of supervision, or children in need of supervision, depending on the
state in which they live. Status offenders are placed under the supervision of the juvenile court.
(See PERSON IN NEED OF SUPERVISION.)

STATUTE - A law passed by Congress or a state legislature.

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS - A law that says how much time you have to file a lawsuit after
something happens.

STATUTORY - Relating to a statute; created, defined, or required by a statute.

STATUTORY ACTIONS - Actions relating or conforming to, or created, defined, or required
by a statute.

STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION - Process by which a court seeks to interpret the meaning and
scope of legislation.

STATUTORY LAW - Law enacted by the legislative branch of government, as distinguished
from CASE LAW or COMMON LAW.

STATUTORY RAPE - The unlawful sexual intercourse with a person under an age set by
statute, regardless of whether they consent to the act.

STAY - The act of stopping a judicial proceeding by order of the court.

STAY OF EXECUTION - An order that prevents the execution of an action, e.g. the serving of a
sentence. The stay may be granted on a motion by the defendant, or it may be ordered in
accordance with statutory law, e.g. Calif. Penal Code Section 654.

STIPULATE - To agree to something.

STRICT LIABILITY - A concept applied by courts in product liability cases in which a seller is
responsible for any and all defective or hazardous products which unduly threaten a consumer's
personal safety.

STRICKEN EVIDENCE - Evidence that has been removed from the record.

STRIKE - (1) to delete or remove. (2) To dismiss an allegation before sentencing. (3) A serious
violent felony prior conviction that is charged as a prior allegation, e.g. a second strike, or third
strike.

SUA SPONTE - Used to describe when a judge does something without being asked to by either
party. Latin meaning "of one's own will."

SUB CURIA - Latin meaning "under the law;" the holding of a case by a court under
consideration, sometimes to await the filing of a document, such as a presentence investigation
report or memorandum of law, or to write an opinion.
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SUBMIT - To yield to the will of another.

SUBPOENA - An official order to go to court at a certain time. Subpoenas are commonly used to
tell witnesses to come to court to testify in a trial.

SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM - A court order to bring papers or records to court at a certain
time.

SUBROGATION - To substitute one person for another in a legal claim.

SUBSTANTIAL PERFORMANCE - Where a party has honestly and faithfully performed the
essential and material portions of the contract and the only non-performance consists of technical
or unimportant provisions.

SUBSTANTIVE LAW - The law dealing with rights, duties, and liabilities, as contrasted with
PROCEDURAL LAW, which governs the technical aspects of enforcing civil or criminal laws.

SUCCESSION - The acquisition of title to the property of one who dies without disposing of it by
will.

SUE - To commence legal proceedings for recovery of a right.
SUIT - Any proceeding by one person or persons against another in a court of law.

SUMMARY JUDGMENT - When the judge decides a case without going to trial. The decision
is based on the papers filed by both sides.

SUMMONS - (1) A notice to a defendant that he or she has been sued or charged with a crime
and is required to appear in court. (2) A jury summons requires the person receiving it to report
for possible jury duty.

SUPERSEDEAS - A writ issued by an appellate court to preserve the status quo pending review
of a judgment, or pending other exercise of its jurisdiction.

SUPPORT TRUST - A trust that instructs the trustee to spend only as much income and principal
(the assets held in the trust) as needed for the beneficiary's support.

SUPPRESS - To stop or put an end to someone's activities. See also EXCLUSIONARY RULE.

SUPPRESSION HEARING - A hearing on a criminal defendant's motion to prohibit the
prosecutor's use of evidence alleged to have been obtained in violation of the defendant's rights.
This hearing is held outside of the presence of the jury, either prior to or at trial. The judge must
rule as a matter of law on the motion.

SURETY BOND - An insurance policy taken out by a defendant with a national insurance
company in which the insurer agrees to pay the court the amount of bail required for the
defendant's release if the defendant fails to come to court when he or she is supposed to. Often
called a fidelity bond.

SURVIVORSHIP - Another name for JOINT TENANCY.

SUSPEND - To postpone, stay, or withhold certain conditions of a judicial sentence for a
temporary period of time.

. SUSTAIN - To maintain, to affirm, to approve.
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90. SWEAR - To put to oath and declare as truth.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

TANGIBLE - Capable of being perceived, especially by the sense of touch.

TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY MEMORANDUM (TPPM) - A legal document
referred to in a will and used to guide the distribution of personal property that you can move or
touch. For example, furniture, computers, jewelry, and artwork.

TAXATION OF COSTS - The process of ascertaining and charging up the amount of costs in an
action to which a party is legally entitled, or which are legally chargeable. Adjustment; fixing the
amount.

TEMPORARY RELIEF - Any form of action by a court granting one of the parties an order to
protect its interest pending further action by the court.

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER (TRO)- A court order that says a person must not do
certain things that are likely to cause harm that can't be fixed.

TENANCY - An interest in real estate which passes to the tenant.

TESTAMENT - A will disposing of personal property. (See WILL.)

TESTAMENTARY CAPACITY - The legal ability to make a will. To write a will, a person has
to be at least 18 years old; know what property he or she owns; and know who he or wants to give

the property to.

TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITION - A disposition of property by way of gift, which is not to
take effect unless the grantor does or until that event.

TESTAMENTARY GUARDIAN - A guardian appointed by the last will of a father for the
person and real and personal estate of his child until the child reaches full age.

TESTAMENTARY TRUST - A trust created in a will. The trust does not exist until the person
dies.

TESTAMENTARY TRUSTEE - A person appointed to carry out a trust created by a will.
TESTATE - One who has died leaving a will or one who has made a will.

TESTATOR - Male person who makes a will (female: testatrix).

TESTATRIX - Female person who makes a will (male: testator).

TESTIFY - To give evidence under oath as a witness in a court proceeding.
TESTIMONY - Oral evidence at a trial or deposition.

THEFT - The act of stealing or the taking of property without the owner's consent.

THIRD-PARTY - A person, business, or government agency not actively involved in a legal
proceeding, agreement, or transaction.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

3L

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

THIRD-PARTY CLAIM - An action by the defendant that brings a third party into a lawsuit.

THREE STRIKES LAW - Law that subjects person convicted of felony who has two or more
prior serious or violent felonies to a life term in prison.

TIME SERVED - A sentence given by the court to a convicted criminal equal to the amount of
time that the criminal was incarcerated during the trial.

TIME WAIVER - When you give up the right to have a certain phase of the legal process take
place within the normally specified amount of time.

TITLE - Ownership or evidence of ownership of land or other property.
TORT - When a person is hurt because someone did not do what he or she was supposed to do.

The most common tort action is a suit for damages as a result of an automobile accident. See EX
DELICTO.

TORTURE - To inflict intense pain to body or mind for purposes of punishment, or to extract a
confession or information, or for sadistic pleasure.

TRANSACTIONAL MALPRACTICE - Professional misconduct, unreasonable lack of skill in
professional duties, or illegal or immoral conduct in regards to an act of transacting or conducting
any business.

TRANSCRIPT - A record of everything that is said in a hearing or trial.

TRANSFERRED INTENT - Doctrine under which original malice is transferred from one
against whom it was entertained to person who actually suffers consequence of unlawful act.
When one attempts to kill a certain person, but by mistake or inadvertence kills a different person,

the crime, if any, so committed is the same as though the person originally intended to be killed,
had been killed.

TRANSITORY - Actions that might have taken place anywhere.

TRAVERSE - In common law pleading, a denial. Where a defendant denies any material
allegation of fact in the plaintiff’s declaration.

TRESPASSING - Unlawful interference with one's person, property and rights.

TRIAL - A court process in which the issues of fact and law are heard and decided according to
legal procedures so a judicial officer or jury can make a decision.

TRIAL DE NOVO - A new trial or retrial held in an appellate court in which the whole case is
heard as if no trial had been heard in the lower court or administrative agency.

TRIAL COURT - The first court to consider a case, generally the superior court. Compare
APPELLATE COURT).

TRIAL, COURT (BENCH) - A trial where the jury is waived and the case is seen before the
judge alone.

TRIAL, SPEEDY - The Sixth Amendment of the Constitution guarantees the accused to an
immediate trial in accordance with prevailing rules, regulations and proceedings of law.

TRIAL STATUS/SETTING CONFERENCE - See PRETRIAL SENTENCE.
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39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44,

45,

46.

47,

48.

TRIER OF FACT - Term includes the jury or the judge in a jury-waived trial, who have the
obligation to make finding of fact rather than rulings of law.

TRO - See TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER.
TROMBETTA MOTION - A motion to suppress evidence for failure to preserve the same.

TRUE BILL - The endorsement made by a grand jury on a bill of indictment when it finds
sufficient evidence for trial on the charge alleged.

TRUE FINDING - The juvenile court equivalent of a guilty verdict.

TRUE TEST COPY - A copy of a court document given under the clerk’s seal, but not certified.
TRUST - A legal device used to manage real or personal property, established by one person (the
GRANTOR or SETTLOR) for the benefit of another (the BENEFICIARY). A third person ( the
TRUSTEE) or the grantor manages the trust. In Traffic — Trust is an account into which bail is
posted to insure appearance or compliance until the case is settled.

TRUST AGREEMENT OR DECLARATION - The legal document that sets up a trust.
TRUSTEE - The person or institution that manages the property put in trust.

TURNCOAT WITNESS - A witness whose testimony was expected to be favorable, but who
later becomes an adverse witness.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

UNCONSCIONABILITY — An absence of meaningful choice on the part of one of the parties to
a contract, and contract terms which are unreasonably favorable to the other party.

UNCONSTITUTIONAL - That which is contrary to or in conflict with the federal or state
constitutions.

UNDERCOVER - A person participating in a secret investigation in order to acquire information
about the crime without the other party realizing their identity.

UNDERTAKING - A promise given during legal proceedings by a party or his attorney, usually
as a condition of getting some concession from the court or third party.

UNDUE INFLUENCE - When someone pressures the person making a will (called testator) to
include or leave out people or things from his or her will. This can be a reason to challenge a will.

UNDER THE INFLUENCE - Any abnormal mental or physical condition which is the result of
indulging in any degree in intoxicating liquors, and which tends to deprive one of that clearness of
intellect and control of himself which he would otherwise possess.

UNEMPLOYMENT - State or condition of not being employed.
UNILATERAL - One-sided, or having a relation to only one of two or more persons or things.

UNJUST ENRICHMENT, DOCTRINE OF - The principle that one person should not be
permitted to unjustly enrich himself at the expense of another, but should be required to make
restitution for the property or benefit received.

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY - At common law, the meeting together of three or more persons, to
the disturbance of the public peace, and with the intention of forcible and violent execution of
some unlawful private enterprise.

UNLAWFUL DETAINER - The eviction papers (Summons and Complaint) that a landlord gives
a tenant.

UNRUH CIVIL RIGHTS ACT - This law provides protection from discrimination by all
business establishments in California, including housing and public accommodations, because of
age, ancestry, color, disability, national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.

UNSECURED - In bankruptcy proceedings, for the purposes of filing a claim, a claim is
unsecured if there is no collateral, or to the extent the value of collateral is less than the amount of
the debt.

USURY - Charging a higher interest rate or higher fees than the law allows.

UTTER -- To use or to attempt to use a check, draft, or order to either (1) assert that it is genuine,
or (2) represent to another person that it is genuine.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

VACATE - To render an act void; to set aside.

VAGRANCY - The state or manner of living by wandering from place to place without a home,
job, or means of support.

VANDALISM - Willful or malicious acts that are intended to damage or destroy public or private
property.

VEHICULAR HOMICIDE - Caused by the illegal operation of a motor vehicle. Both
intentional conduct and negligence maybe the basis for such charge though statutes vary from state
to state as to the elements of the crime.

VENIRE - Describes the whole group of people called for jury duty from which the jurors are
selected. Latin meaning "to come."

VENUE - The court where you can file your action.
VERDICT - A jury's or a judge's final decision.

VERIFICATION - An oral or written statement, usually made under oath, saying that something
is true.

VEXATIOUS LITIGANT - A person shown to repeatedly file legal actions that have little or no
merit.

VICARIOUS RESPONSIBILITY — Acting or serving in place of someone or something else.
VICTIM - A person who is the object of a crime or civil wrongdoing.

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT - A statement during sentencing which informs the judge of
the impact of the crime on the victim or the victim’s family.

VIOLATION — A breach of a right, duty, or law.

VIOLATION OF PROBATION - A new allegation against a defendant for non-compliance with
a previous probation condition related to a criminal sentence.

VISITATION - Times when the parent who does not have custody is with the children and is
responsible for them.

VOIR DIRE - The process of questioning potential jurors to choose the people who will decide a
case. Latin meaning "to speak the truth."

VOLUNTARY ARRAIGNMENT LETTER - A notice sent by the District Attorney to a
defendant indicating date, time and department for appearance in court on newly filed charges for
which there is no signed promise to appear.

VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER - Committed voluntarily during a heated moment; for
example, during a sudden quarrel, two persons fight, and one of them Kills the other.
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19. VOLUNTARY UNDERTAKINGS - An act unconstrained by interference; spontaneous; or of
oneself.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

WAIVE (RIGHTS) — To give up a legal right voluntarily, intentionally, and with full knowledge
of the consequences.

WAIVER AND ESTOPPEL - Voluntary surrender of some known right, benefit, or advantage.

WAIVER OF IMMUNITY - A means authorized by statute by which a witness, before
testifying or producing evidence, may relinquish the right to refuse to testify against himself or
herself, making it possible for his or her testimony to be used against him or her in future
proceedings.

WARD - A minor who is under the care and control of the court instead of the parents.

WARD OF THE COURT - A person under the age of 18 when he/she violates a criminal law or
ordinance. The minor is under the care and supervision of the court.

WARRANT - A court order telling an officer to do something.

WARRANT, ARREST - Commands a peace officer to arrest and bring before the court the
person accused of an offense for purpose of commencing legal action.

WARRANT, SEARCH - A written order directing a law enforcement officer to conduct a search
of a specified place and to seize any evidence directly related to the criminal offense.

WEAPON - An instrument used or designed to be used to threaten, injure or kill someone.

WEAPON, CONCEALED - A weapon that is carried by a person, but that is not visible by
ordinary observation.

WEAPON, DEADLY - A weapon, device, instrument, material or substance, whether animate or
inanimate, which if used as it is used or intended to be used is known to be capable of producing
death or serious bodily injury.

WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE - The persuasiveness of certain evidence when compared with
other evidence that is presented.

WHEELER MOTION - A motion to dismiss a jury panel due to the prosecution’s exclusion of a
particular class of people (i.e. black jurors, women, etc.).

WILL - A legal paper that says what a person wants to happen to his or her personal property
after the person dies. A will can be changed or cancelled at any time before a person dies. (See
TESTAMENT.)

WILLFUL - A “willful” act is one done intentionally, as distinguished from an act done
carelessly or inadvertently.

WITH PREJUDICE - Applied to orders of judgment dismissing a case, meaning that the
plaintiff is forever barred from bringing a lawsuit on the same claim or cause.

WITHOUT PREJUDICE - When rights or privileges are not waived or lost. If your case is
dismissed without prejudice it means that there can be a new case about the same thing.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

WITNESS - 1. A person called testify about what he or she saw, heard, or knows. 2. To sign
your name to a document for the purpose of authenticity.

WITNESS STAND - The space in the courtroom occupied by a witness while testifying.

WITNESS, DEFENSE - A non-hostile witness that is called by the defense counsel to assist in
proving the defense’s case.

WITNESS, EXPERT - Qualified by knowledge, skill, experience, training or education to
provide a scientific, technical or specialized opinion of the subject about which he or she is to
testify. That knowledge must not be generally possessed by the average person.

WITNESS, HOSTILE — An uncooperative witness.

WITNESS, MATERIAL — A witness who can give testimony relating to a particular matter that
very few others, if any, can give.

WITNESS, PROSECUTION - The person whose complaint begins a criminal prosecution and
whose testimony is mainly relied on to secure a conviction at the trial.

WOBBLER - A felony which provides either a county jail sentence or a state prison commitment
and which can be held to answer as a felony or a misdemeanor.

WORK FURLOUGH - A correctional program which allows inmates, primarily one’s being
readied for discharge, to leave the institution for the purpose of continuing regular employment
during the daytime but reporting back on nights and weekends.

WORK PROJECT - Program allowing sentenced person the option of performing labor instead
of jail time.

WRAP AROUND SERVICES - Specialized and intensive social and health services for families
with children concurrently residing in a group home or at risk of entering a group home, designed
to reduce the level of foster care or facilitate the placement of a child with his/her parent instead of
foster care.

WRIT - A court order that says certain action must be taken.
WRIT OF EXECUTION - A court order that tells the sheriff to enforce a judgment.
WRIT OF MANDATE - A petition used to compel the court, officer, or agency to perform a duty

required by law or to compel a court to assume jurisdiction and exercise its discretion after its
refusal to act.
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